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MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the 
YEAR  1953 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the.  Council, 

Mr*  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  R-eport  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1953*  During  the  whole  of  this 
period  my  predecessor,  Dr.  M,  A.  Dawson,  was  in  office. 

The  standardised  Birth  Rate  16.3  has  fallen  slightly  since 
the  previous  year,  but  it  still  remains  higher  than  that  for 
England  and  Wales  (15. 5).  The  Comparability  Factor,  supplied 
by  the  Registrar  General,  by  which  the  local  Birth  Rate  must  be 
adjusted  for  comparison  with  other  Birth  Rates  in  England  and 
Wales  is  greater  than  unity.  This  indicates  that  this  rural 
district  has  a smaller  number  of  potential  mothers  than  the 
country  as  a whole. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  deaths  from  196  in  1952  to  254  in  1953  with  a 
corresponding  increase  in  the  Crude  and  Standardised  Death  Rates. 
This  increase  is  partly  due  to  the  introduction  of  new  rules 
by  the  Registrar  General  in  1953  for  the  registration  of  deaths 
in  chronic  sick  hospitals  such  as  Stow  Lodge.  Prior  to  1953 
deaths  occurring  in  this  hospital  were  registered  in  the  particular 
district  in  which  each  person  had  resided  before  his  or  her 
admission  to  hospital.  As  a result  of  the  new  regulations  all 
deaths  in  this  hospital  have  now  to  be  registered  in  Gipping  Rural 
District.  Stow  Lodge  admits  people  from  a wide  area  and  many  of 
the  patients  come  from  districts  outside  Gipping  Rural  District. 

In  1951  and  1952  (the  last  two  years  for  which  figures  are 
available)  78%  of  the  deaths  in  this  hospital  were  in  persons  who 
had  been  admitted  from  other  districts  and  they  were  therefore  not 
shown  in  our  returns.  If  a similar  proportion  of  deaths  had  been 
transferred  in  1953  the  total  number  of  deaths  in  Gipping  Rural 
District  would  have  been  203  instead  of  254*  In  order  to  obtain 
some  assessment  of  the  death  rate  if  the  new  rules  had  not  come 
into  force  I have  calculated  the  Crude  Death  Rate  from  the 
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estimated  number  of  deaths  given  above,  namely  203,  and  a 
population  of  19, "142,  which  is  the  population  of  Gipping  Rural 
District  less  the  number  of  patients  in  Stow  Lodge.  This  Death 
Rate  is  10.6  per  thousand  population  which  compares  favourably 
with  that  of  the  previous  year  which  was  10.3.  It  must  be 
emphasised  that  these  figures  can  only  give  us  an  indication  of 
the  approximate  Death  Rate  amongst  the  actual  residents  of  Gipping 
Rural  District  and  they  must  not  be  regarded  as  an  accurate  record. 
The  Comparability  Factor  of  .86  being  less  than  one  indicates  that 
this  Rural  District  has  a greater  weighting  of  elderly  persons 
than  the  Country  as'  a ’whole. 

Amongst  the  classified  causes  of  death  it  will  be  seen  that 
there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  of 
the  Lung.  Five  of  these  deaths  occurred  in  Stow  Lodge  so  it  is 
not  known  whether  or  not  they  were  residents  of  this  Rural  District 
before  they  went  into  hospital,.  Careful  analysis  of  the 
occupations  and  places  of  residence  of  the  remaining  nine  failed  to 
reveal  any  common  factor  that  might  be  investigated  as  a possible 
contributory  cause.  It  must  be  realised  that  the  numbers  involved 
are  comparatively  small  and  that  statistically  it  is  a most  unsound 
practice  to  make  generalisations  or  draw  conclusions  from  an  isolated 
rise  such  as  this.  If  the  figure  continued  to  rise  in  the  present 
year  it  would  be  of  some  significance;  but  returns  for  the  first  two 
quarters  indicate  that  it  has  in  fact  fallen. 

The  Measles  epidemic  which  had  commenced  in  the  last  quarter 
of  1952  continued  into  the  early  part  of  1953*  The  peak  of  the 
epidemic  was  reached  in  January,  but  by  the  end  of  April  the  outbreak 
had  spent  itself.  No  deaths  occurred  from  Measles.  There  were  a 
number  of  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  mostly  during  the  third  quarter  of 
the  year.  No  other  notifiable  infectious  diseases  reached  epidemic 
proportions.  ■ \ 

It  will  be  seen  that  only  one  case  of  Diphtheria  has  been 
notified  during  the  past  five  years.  This  is  a remarkable  proof 
of  the  efficiency  of  immunisation  as  a means  of  protection  against 
this  dread  disease,  and  should  encourage-  all  mothers  to  ensure  that 
their  children  receive  this  simple  means  of  protection. 

The  number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  during  the 
year  is  the  same  as  in  1952  namely  13.  The  total  number  of  persons 
on  the  register  remains  almost  stationary. 

I should  like  to  record  my  appreciation  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  continued  encour- 
agement and  support.  I should  also  like  to  thank  the  Officers 
and  other  members  of  the  staff,  especially  of  the  Sanitary  Department 
for  all  the  help  they  have  given  me  both  in  the  preparation  of  this 
report  and  in  the  routine  work  of  the  Department. 
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It  may  "be  that  the  pages  that-  follow  may  seem  to  some  to 
he  just  a rather  dull  collection  of  figures.  It  is  well  to 
remember  that  each  of  the  figures  and  tables  refer  to  some  of 
our  fellow  men  and  women,  to  their  joys,  their  sorrows,  their 
sickness  and  their  health.  • • 

’’Vital  Statistics”  it  has  been  said,  ’’are  the  records  of 
human  sorrow,  deaths  and  inore  deaths,  nice  neat  records,  tidy 
columns  of  figures  with  all  the  tears  wiped  off”. 

They  are  also  a record  of  progress  and  achievement  in  man’s 
constant  fight  against  disease;  and  a measure  of  our  efforts 
to  promote  the  health  and  well  being  of  mankind. 


I am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

tc  ML.  f — <ry  ■ 

■ — ( ■ ■ 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area 


78,464  acres 


Population  (Registrar  Generals  figure).. 
Inhabited  houses  ...  ...  . . . 
Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ... 
Sum  represented  by  a Penny  rate 


19,280 
6,092 
£78,050 
£3 10 


BIRTHS 

M 

F 

Total 

Total 

146 

146 

292 

Legitimate 

138 

136 

274 

Illegitimate 

8 

10 

18 

STILLBIRTHS 

M 

F 

Total 

Total 

2 

5 

7 

Legitimate 

2 

5 

7 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

LIVE  BIRTH  RATE 

Crude  birth  rate  per  1,000  population... 
Comparability  factor. . ...  ... 

Standardised  birth  rate  - crude  birth  rate 
multiplied  by  comparability  factor  - 
Birth  rate  England  and  Wales...  ... 


15.1 

1.08 

16.3 

15.5 


INFANT  MORTALITY 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year: 

M F Total 


Total 

Legitimate. . . 
Illegitimate. 


1 2 3 
1 1 2 
1 1 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1 ,000  live  births 

England  and  Wales 


15.6 

26.8 


Causes  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 


Prematurity..  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Gastro-enteri tis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cerebral  Thrombosis,  intracranial  haemorrhage  ...  1 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  four  weeks: - 


M F Total 


Total 

Legitimate. . . 
Illegitimate. 


1 1 
1 1 
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DEATHS 


All  causes  Total  254 

Male  136 
Female  11 8 

DEATH  RATE 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  of  population...  ...  13*2 

Comparability  factor  ...  ...  • ...  ...  .86 

Standardised  death  rate  - crude  death  rate 

multiplied  by  comparability  factor  ...  ...  11.4 

Death  rate  Eng-1  and-  and  W a 1 e s •.  . ...  - . . . 11.4 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTICAL  TABLE  FOR  THE  PAST  SIX  YEARS 


1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953  | 

Estimated  Population  18 

,810 

18,960 

19,540 

20,510 

1 

O 

CM 

V“ 

CTh 

v~ 

19,280  | 

Live  Births 

334 

332 

331 

334 

311 

292  1 

ji 

Crude  Birth  Rate 

17.7 

17.5 

16.9 

16.3 

16.3 

15.1  ? 

Standardised  Birth  Rate 

- 

- 

18.4 

17.6 

17.6 

16.3  \ 

:Total  Infant  Deaths 
(under  one  year) 

6 

10 

4 

9 

13 

i- 

' 3 i 

; Infant  Mortality  Rate 
per  1 ,000  live  births 

18.0 

30.1 

12.1 

26.9 

41.8 

1 

15.6  5 

Total  Deaths 

186 

240 

211 

230 

196 

254  j 

Crude  Death  Rate  per 
; 1 ,000  population 

9.8 

12.6 

10.8 

11.2 

10.3 

13.2  5 

l 

Standardised  Death  Rate 

- 

- 

9.4 

9-6 

8.9 

11.4  ; 

PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  PAST  FIVE  YEARS 


l 

J 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

I 

>r 

! Diseases  of  Cardial  and 

| 

i circulatory  systems  (incl- 

136 

113 

124 

100 

126 

| 

| uding  Cerebral  Haemorrhage) 

£ 

s Cancer 

26 

28 

30 

22 

53 

J 

1 Diseases  of  Respiratory  system 

| 

L(excluding  Tuberculosis). 

15 

15 

21 

10 

22 

* 
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< 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953  j 

Suicide  and  other  violent 
Causes 

9 

7 

15 

11 

TTi 

i Tuberculosis • • • ■ i 

. . .8 

8 . 

~7 

D 

4 

3 ( 

CLASSIFIED  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (REGISTRAR  GENERAL  * S FIGURES) 


M 

F 

Total 

Total 

- 

19^3 

1952 

1 . Tuberculosis  - Respiratory 

2 

- 

2 

4 

2.  Tuberculosis  - Other 

- 

1 

1 

- 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

- 

1 

2 

5..  Malignant  Neoplasm  stomach 

2 

1 

3 

2 

6.  Malignant  Neoplasm  - lung,  bronchus 

10 

4 

14 

1 

7.  Malignant  Neoplasm  - breast 

- 

4 

4 

2 

8..  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms15 

17 

32 

17 

9.  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

1 

- 

1 

- 

10.  Diabetes 

3 

2 

5 

4 

11.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

14 

12 

26 

26 

12.  Coronary  disease.  Angina 

9 

11 

20 

25. 

13.  Hypertension  with  Heart  disease 

1 

2 

3 

8 

14.  Other  Heart  disease 

28 

37 

65 

37 

15.  Other  Circulatory  disease 

10 

2 

12- 

4 • 

1 6 . Influenza 

1 

3 

4 

- 

17.  Pneumonia 

7 

7 

14 

6 

18.  Bronchitis 

6 

- 

6 

4 
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M 

F 

Total 

1953 

Total 

1952 

19.  Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  system... 

1 

1 

2 

- 

20.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

1 

1 

2 

21.  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

- 

1 

1 

- 

22.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

1 

2 

3 

23.  'Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

- 

1 

2 

2 4.  Pregnancy,  Childhirth  and  Abortion 

- 

- 

- 

1 

25*  Congenital  Malformations 

- 

- 

- 

3 

26.  Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

11 

9 

20 

31 

27.  Motor  vehicles  accidents 

2 

- 

2 

5 

28.  All  other  accidents 

5 

2 

7 

5 

29.  Suicide 

3 

- 

3 

1 

Totals 

136 

118 

254 

196 

CANCER  DEATH  RATE 

G-ipping  Rural  District 
East  Suffolk  County 

TUBERCULOSIS  DEATH  RATE 

Gipping  Rural  District 
East  Suffolk  County 


2.7  per  1,000  population 
2.02  " " " 


0.15  per  1,000  population 
0.11  " " " 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS) 

PERIOD  DISTRIBUTION  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  - 1953. 
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AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  NOTIFIED  GASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  - 1953 


, NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  TOTALS  FOR  PAST  FIVE  YEARS, 


il  . . 1 " 

* 

Disease 

i | 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

— 1 

i 

! 

i 

{ ; 

i Scarlet  Fever 

12 

19 

7 

34 

14 

1 

H 

Whooping  Cough 

65 

76 

173 

32 

’ 2 6 

i 

i ' 

| Diphtheria 

- 

■4 

1 

- 

- 

1 

i 

; Measles 

18 

281 

151 

144 

389 

! 

(“■  - ^ “ — 

Acute  Pneumonia 

t > 

1 2 

12 

19 

9 

11 

i 

H 

i Meningococcal  Infection 

: 

- , 

1 

- 

- 

2 

1 

i i 

Poliomyelitis 

4 

3 

1 

3 

1 

Encephalitis 

. 1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i 

--i 

Dysentery 

- 

4 

21 

1 

2 

t 

Opthalmia  neonatorum 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

i 

i 

r 

i Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

1 

. 1 

3 

2 

f-  ""  ' i -ii  i -_i  JJ_  i - » 

; Smallpox 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

{ 

j Paratyphoid 

- 

- 

7 

2 

- 

! 

] 

| 

j Typhoid 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_j 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

( 

, 

Erysipelas 

2 

4 

3 

3 

2 

--j 

l 

! 

; Malaria 
« | 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS  ! 

( 1 ) New  Cases  notified: 

Pulmonary  (Lungs)  ...  ...  4 Males  7 Females 

Non-Pulmonary  (Glands,  hones 

and  joints  etc.)  - Males  2 Females 
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( 2)  Ages  of  new  cases; 


Pulmonary:  

Males 

2; 

19; 

28; 

.71 . 

Females 

14; 

16; 

24; 

26;  26;  31;  50 

Non-Pulmonary : 

Females 

6; 

8. 

(3)  Occupations  of  new  cases: 

Pre-school  child  1;  School  child  3;  Housewife  4; 

Plater  at  Steel  Works  1;  H. M. Forces  1;  Smallholder  1; 

No  occupation  1;  Retired. 1. 

(4)  Inward  Transfers;  11. 

( 5)  Cases  crossed  off  the  register  as  " recovered'1  during  year. 


Pulmonary:  • • Males  3 

Non-Pulmonary:  Males  2 

( 6)  Died  during  the  year: 

Pulmonary:  Males  2 

Non-Pulmonary:  Males 

(7)  Cas  es  on  Register  at  end  of  Year 

Pulmonary:  Males  38 

Non-Pulmonary:  Males  18 

( 8 ) Notification  Rates : 

Pulmonary:  dipping  R.D.  0.57 

East  Suffolk  *'  0.48 

Non-Pulmonary:  Gipping  R.D.  0.10 

East  Suffolk  0.18 

Corrib ined  Rate:  Gipping  R.D.  0.67 

East  Suffolk  O.65 


Females  - 
Females  4 

Females  1 
Females  1 

Females  35  Total  73 
Females  18  Total  38 


per  1,000  population 
per  1,000  population 

per  1 ,000  population 
per  1,000  population 

per  1,000  population 
per  1,000  population 


-11- 


(9)  Statistics  for  past  five  years 


i 

j 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

\ 

Primary  Notifications 

20 

14 

21 

13 

13 

j 

js 

Transfers  In 

! ....  . .. 

- .1  . 

2 

3 

4' 

11- 

i 

■ Notification  Rate  per 

' - • .. 

■ \ 

1 

* 

1,000  population 

1 .05 

.71 

1 .02 

.68 

.67 

\ 

Deaths 

8 

8 

3 

4 

3 

1 

* 

1 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 

\ 

•••  J 

4 

population 

.40 

.40 

.15 

o 

CM 

• 

.15 

•> 

. 

1 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

Figures  for  diphtheria  immunisation  are  no  longer  available 
as  percentage  of  children  in  the  area  hut  the  actual  figures 
are  as  follows.  (Figures  kindly  supplied  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health) . 

( 1 )  . Number  of  pre-school  children  immunised  in  1953  203 

(2)  Number  of  school  children  immunised  in  1953  24 

(3)  Number  of  children  receiving  booster  treatment 

in  1953  277 


SECTION  47 9 NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

One  person,  a semi-blind,  bed-ridden  old  lady  of  98,  whose 
housekeeper  died  suddenly  - and  who  was  unable  to  devote  to 
herself,  and  was  not  receiving,  proper  care  and  attention,  was 
removed  under  Section  47?  National  Assistance  Act,  1948?  to  a 
Nursing  Home  on  11th  December,  1953. 
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WELL  WATER  CYANOSIS 


Number  of  samples  taken 85 

Number  considered  safe 48 

” " doubtful 23 

" " unsafe -13 

" " dangerous 1 


In  all  cases  where  the  supply  was  not  reported  as  safe 
the  persons  concerned  were  advised  to  obtain  an  alternative 
supply. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  E.  A.  Morgan*  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector* 
for  the  following  report: - 

(1)  Almost  the  whole  of  the  borewells  not  piped  to  mains 
proved  to  be  bac teriologically  satisfactory  on  first  analysis; 
those  which  provided  suspicious  or  unsatisfactory  results 
becoming  satisfactory  after  treatment.  Only  one  of  the  23 
samples  from  public  mains  or  piped  supplies  was  unsatisfactory 
on  first  analysis.  Although  public  deep  well  sources  proved 
more  satisfactory  than  in  previous  years*  public  shallow  well 
sources  continue  to  prove  unreliable  both  in  quality  and*  during 
dry  periods*  in  quantity.  The  proportion  of  unsatisfactory 
samples  from  private  shallow  well  supplies  is  far  higher  than 
that  from  public  shallow  wells.  Only  7 samples  (all  from 
public  supplies)  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis*  3 were 
regarded  as  unsatisfactory  - 1 due  to  excessive  iron  and  the 
other  2 (both  from  the  same  source)  due  to  the  abnormally  high 
saline  content. 

(2)  None  of  the  water  supplies  of  the  area  has  a plumbo-solvent 

action,  • ' 

(3)  The  number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  from  public  mains  is 
given  below'  according  to  parish  distribution: - 


Parish 

Laid  on  to 

properties 

Taken  from 
Stand-pipes 

Ashbocking 

18 

28 

Ashf ield-cum-Thorpe 

40 

- 

Barham 

13 

16 

Bramford 

367 

- 
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Parish 

Laid  on  to 

properties 

Taken  from 

Stand-pipes 

Buxhall 

5 

6 

Creeting  St.  Mary 

34 

32 

Crowfield 

36 

33 

Debenham 

169 

77 

Framsden 

17 

3 

Go  sbeck 

25 

12 

Gt.  Bricett 

15 

16 

Gt.  Finbo rough 

6 

17 

Haughley 

192 

36 

Heming stone 

• • • • .1 

3 

Henley  .... 

10 

9 

Mickfield 

17 

18 

Pettaugh.  . 

18 

24 

Ringshall 

11 

- 

Stonham  A spal 

59 

66 

Stonham  Earl  ' ' * 

10 

10 

Stonham  Parva 

40 

55 

Stowupland 

■ 275 

- 

Wetherden 

14 

Winston 

37 

9 

Totals 

1,415 

484 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  Black*,  Engineer  & Surveyor,  for 
the  following  two  reports: - 

DRAINAGE  AMD  SEWERAGE 

Tenders  for  works  in  connection  with  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  in  the  Parishes  of  Bramford  and  Debenham  have  been 
received. 

No  consent  to  proceed  with  the  Bramford  Scheme  is  yet  to 
hand,  but  at  the  time  of  writing  the  Debenham  Scheme  is 
progressing  favourably  in  its  early  stages. 

HOUSING 

During  the  year  under  review  the  Housing  Statistics  for  the 
Rural  District  were  as  follows: - 

( a)  Council  Houses. 

Completed  42 

In  course  of  construction  59 

Total  completed  (post-war)  395 


(Id)  Private  Houses  (Permanent) 


Completed  37 

In  course  of  construction  6 

Total  completed  (post-war)  149  x 

( c)  Private  Houses  (Temporary) 

Completed  Nil 

In  course  of  construction  1 

Total  completed  (post-war)  26 


x includes  7 Police  Houses. 

The  grand  total  of  Housing  Units  completed  in  the  post-war 
period  to  31st  December,  1953>  is  thus  570. 


BIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OP  MILK 


By  agreement  with  the  East  Suffolk  County  Council,  Sanitary 
Officers  of  the  County  Council  are  responsible  for  the  routine 
sampling  for  examination  of  all  milk  supplies  in  this  Rural 
District.  In  cases  in  which  Brucella  infection  is  discovered 
the  Sanitary  Officers  of  Dipping  Rural  District  take  further 
samples  at  intervals  to  determine  whether  the  milk  is  still 
infected.  (Restraint  notices  are  of  course  served  on  cases  of 
Brucella  infection) . 

Number  of  samples  taken  by  County  Council 59 

Number  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli 1 

Number  found  to  contain  brucella  organisms....  4 

Number  of  samples  taken  by  Gipping  R.D.C 16 

POOD  POISONING 


No  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  during  the  year. 
FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  AND  1948. 


Number  of  factories  with  mechanical  power 77 

Number  of  factories  without  mechanical  power... 10 

Other  premises  - building  sites,  etc 1 

Number  of  inspections  made 35 

Number  of  defects  found - 


oOo 
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GIPPING  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

for  the 


YEAR  1953 


GIPPING  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

for  the 
YEAR  1 953 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  consideration 
my  tenth  Annual  Report  on  the  activities  of  your  Sanitary 
Department. 

The  year  under  review  can  he  well  described  as  one 
of  steady  and  continuing  progress  - a situation  which  can 
be  regarded  as  extremely  satisfactory  despite  the  absence 
of  any  particularly  spectacular  achievement.  It  was  in 
effect  a reflection  of  the  work  of  the  local  government 
service  generally  - the  performance  of  routine  day  to  day 
matters  which  are  essential  to  the  life  of  the  community 
and  the  importance  or  the  effect  of  neglecting  which  are 
often  not  fully  realised  by  those  for  whose  benefit  they 
are  undertaken. 

We  are,  nevertheless,  facing  a period  during  which 
legislation,  particularly  in  relation  to  housing  and  food 
hygiene,  will  have  a tremendous  impact  on  the  present 
work  of  the  Department.  It  will  be  more  important  than 
ever  before  that  the  responsibilities  of  local  authorities 
in  respect  of  these  and  other  matters  will  not  be  thrown 
out  of  balance  because  of  inadequate  or  inferior  local 
sanitary  administration.  It  is  gratifying  to  record  that 
there  is  very  little  possibility  that  such  a state  of 
affairs  will  occur  in  the  Gipping  area  thanks  to  the 
continued  interest  and  support  of  the  Chairman  and  other 
members  of  the  Council  including  the  Chairmen  of  those 
Committees  concerned  with  the  establishment  and  work  of 
the  Department. 
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That  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Dr.  Dawson) 
had  already  left  the  service  of  the  Council  several 
months  before  this  Report  was  written,  in  no  way  diminishes 
one's  desire  to  pay  her  tribute  for  her  assistance,  advice 
and  co-operation  over  a period  of  3^  years  in  matters  of 
mutual  concern,  and  we  extend  a welcome  to  her  successor 
- Dr.  Harding  - who  deputised  so  ably  during  Dr.  Dawson’s 
illness  at  the  latter  end  of  1932.  With  equal  sincerity 
can  thanks  be  expressed  to  members  of  my  own  staff  as  well 
as  to  colleagues  in  other  Departments  for  the  support 
which  they  have  at  all  times  readily  given. 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen 


Yours  faithfully 


Chief  Sanitary  inspector 


-2- 


SUMMARY  OP  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 


Housing  Act  Surveys...  ...  ...  220 
Structural  defects  ...  ...  ...  391 
Overcrowding.  ...  ...  ...  34 
Sanitation  Surveys  ...  ...  ...  533 
Drains  and  sanitary  accommodation  . . . 421 
Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  134 
Water  supplies  ...  ...  ...  676 
Moveable  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  115 
Keeping  of  Animals  ...  ...  ...  23 
Filthy  or  verminous  conditions.  ...  74 
Rodent  destruction  ...  ...  ...  148 
Pood  premises  ...  ....  ...  109 
Unsound  food.  ...  ...  ...  35 
Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  23 
Milk  supplies  ...  ...  ...  32 
Shops  Act  . . . ...  ...  ...  33 
Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  45 
Factories  and  workplaces  ...  ...  35 
Refuse  Removal  ...  ...  ...  186 
Nightsoil  collection..  ...  ...  72 
Cesspool  emptying  ...  ...  ...  66 
Salvage  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 
Pollution  of  rivers,  ditches  and  vratercourses  134 
Atmospheric  pollution.  ...  ...  40 


3,613 


43  meetings  of  the  Council  and  of  Committees  of 
this  Authority  as  well  as  of  joint  Authority  organisations 
were  attended  during  the  year. 


HOUSING 

Although  we  were  all  confident  in  the  immediate 
post-war  years  of  our  ability  to  deal  with  the  various 
aspects  of  the  housing  problem  it  cannot  be  said  that 
those  concerned  were  other  than  fully  aware  of  the 
immensity  of  the  task.  That  local  authorities  in  all 
parts  of  the  country  have  in  less  than  10  years  built  as 
many  (and  often  more)  houses  than  were  built  in  the 
inter-war  period  is  to  their  undoubted  credit.  By  the 
end  of  1953  the  number  of  Council  houses  erected  since 
1945  under  the  supervision  of  the  Council’s  Engineer  and 
Surveyor  was  395?  so  that  the  total  number  of  Council 
houses  in  the  area  (at  the  time  of  writing  this  Report) 
is  rapidly  approaching  the  1,000  mark.  Private  enterprise 
has,  since  the  end  of  the  war,  been  responsible  for  the 
erection  of  175  houses,  and  the  proportion  of  Council 
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to  privately  built  houses  hais  during  the  past  twelve 
months  almost  fallen  to  1 : ' 1 . 

The  necessity  which  has  existed,  for  the  construction 
of  these  new  houses  has  overshadowed  another  problem  - and 
it  is  one  which  is  at  the  best  of  times  extremely  difficult 
and  complicated  - that  of  ensuring  the  adequate  maintenance 
of  the  privately  owned  accommodation  in  the  area.  Hitherto 
we  have  deliberately  restricted  repair  notices  to  the 
abatement  of  serious  defects , encouraged  the  improvement 
of  suitable  premises  by  means  of  a-  grant  and  only  invoked 
the  drastic  step  of  demolition  or  closure  when  the  property 
has  been  totally  unfit  for  re-occupation  and  has  been 
vacated,  more  often  than  not  by  a family  which  has 
succeeded  in  obtaining  a 'Council  house. 

As  a "short-term  policy"  the  methods  pursued  were 
the  only  ones  which  could  be  realistically  adopted  in 
the  light  of  the  overwhelming  demand  for  new  houses  and 
the  consequent  shortage  of  manpower  and  materials  available 
to  deal  with  existing  properties.  There  is  now  every  sign 
of  a slight  but  general ' relaxation  in  the  provision  of  new 
houses  (more  especially  by  local  authorities)  and  of  a 
changing  emphasis  towards'  the  necessity  for  dealing  with 
the  problems  created  so  far  as  existing  houses  are  concerned 
by  the  many  years  of  war  and  post-war  neglect. 

Only  5 of  the  applications  received  under  the 
improvement  grant  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949* 
were  of  a standard  which  justified  their  being  officially 
submitted  to  the  Council.  A far  greater  number  never  reach 
that  stage  because  applicants  are  unwilling  to  meet  the 
cost  involved  or  do  not  appreciate  that  the  construction 
of  an  elaborate  addition  to  an  existing  property  in  order 
to  provide  necessary  amenities  will  not  rank  for  grant  if 
the  rest  of  the  structure  is,  and  will  continue  to  remain, 
sub-standard. 

Another  aspect,  perhaps  natural  under  the  circumstances, 
has  been  the  tendency  of  the  applicants  to  be  unduly 
impatient  to  proceed  with  the  work  and  to  chafe  at  the 
necessity  for  the  application  to  "proceed  through  the  usual 
channels".  Of  the  three  applications  outstanding  from  the 
previous  year,  grants  were  withheld  in  respect  of  two  for 
this  very  reason  - the  work  having  been  commenced  before 
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final  consideration  had  been  given  to  the  proposals 
(it  is  even  more  surprising  that  in  one  case  the 
application  had  "been  submitted  by  a nationalised 
undertaking) . The  other  application  was  eventually 
withdrawn  and  re-submitted  in  a modified  form  and  is 
included  in  the  five  referred  to  previously.  Of  these, 
two  were  approved  the  other  three  not  having  been 
finally  decided  by  December  31st. 

In  November  the  Gouncil  anticipated  what  was 
thought  to  be  the  future  pattern  of  governmental  policy 
by  extending  the  procedure  of  dealing  with  unfit  houses 
on  vacation  to  a detailed  inspection  and  report  on  the 
worst  of  the  Category  5 houses  whether  occupied  or  not 
at  the  time  of  inspection.  The  proposal  came  too  late 
for  positive  action  to  be  taken  in  1953<>  but  six  vacant 
houses  had  already  been  the  subject  of  reports  earlier 
in  the  year  - two  Demolition  Orders  had  already  been 
made  - one  of  these  was  later  amended  to  a Closing  Order 
as  a result  of  the  introduction  of  the  Local  Government 
(Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act  in  August;  another  property 
was  the  subject  of  an  Undertaking  not  to  re-let  and 
proposals  to  recondition  were  accepted  in  three  cases, 
although  two  of  the  three  properties  formed  a pair  and 
were  to  be  converted  into  one. 

Difficulties  continue  to  be  experienced  in 
connection  with  the  enforcement  of  Informal  and  Abatement 
Notices.  The  reason  for  this  position  is  well  known  and 
it  is  hoped  that  impending  legislation,  although  it  will 
undoubtedly  bring  in  its  train  innumerable  problems  and  an 
exceptional  amount  of  extra  work,  will  make  easier  the 
position  regarding  the  carrying  out  of  repairs  at  privately 
owned  property.  The  statistics  relating  to  1953  in 
connection  with  Informal  and  Abatement  Notices  were: - 


Informal 

Abatement 

Outstanding  at  31/12/52 

24 

1 

Served  during  1953 

56 

6 

80 

7 

Complied  with  during  1953 

27 

2 

Outstanding  at  31/12/53 

53 

5 
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Due  mainly  to  the  provision  of  Council  houses  to 
those  affected*  the  number  of  known  cases  of  overcrowding 
was  again  reduced  during  1953.  At  the  end  of  1952  there 
were  30  cases  registered  and  4 new  cases  were  discovered 
during  1953*  With  the  abatement  of  10  cases  during  the 
year  the  number  of  cases  on  the  register  at  December  31st 
was  24* 


SANITATION 

Although  high  hopes  were  raised  that  1953  would  see 
the  commencement  of  at  least  one  of  the  proposed  sewerage 
schemes  for  the  area  we  have  again  been  doomed  to 
disappointment.  The  only  progress  made  to  improve  conditions 
in  this  direction  has  in  the  main  been  made  by  the  owners 
of  private  property  - many  living  in  isolated  dwellings 
or  in  small  communities  for  which  no  provision  of  a public 
disposal  system  is  envisaged.  In  other  cases  arrangements 
have  had  to  be  provided  in  connection  with  new  houses  or 
bungalows  which,  were  it  not  for  the  frustration  which 
the  Council  and  the  community  have  experienced,  would  have 
been  connected  to  the  sewer  during  the  construction  of  the 
property.  Whilst  it  is  true  that  it  can  be  arranged  for 
these  premises  to  be  disconnected  from  the  present  disposal 
point  and  connected  to  the  sewer  when  (one  is  almost 
tempted  to  substitute  "if")  the  sewerage  system  is  installed, 
it  would  I am  sure  prove  a very  interesting  and  illuminating 
exercise  to  calculate  the  total  expenditure  which  has  been 
incurred  by  private  owners  (and  the  Council  in  respect  of 
its  own  properties)  in  order  to  provide  a temporary  measure 
of  compliance  with  a decent  standard  of  living  as  the  result 
of  the  continued  delay  in  obtaining  sanction  to  proceed  with 
the  various  schemes. 

It  was  gratifying  to  learn  even  as  late  as  the  last 
week  in  December  that  there  was  every  possibility  of  one 
of  the  proposed  schemes  - that  for  Debenham  - being 
proceeded  with  during  1954.  One  can  only  comment  ''Not  a 
day  too  soon" . 

When  that  day  comes  the  organisation  and  administration 
of  the  Department  will,  of  necessity  over  the  temporary 
period  involved,  have  to  be  re-adjusted  to  cope  with  the 
effect  of  the  important  and  complex  additional  duties 
which  will  require  to  be  carried  out.  There  will  certainly 
be  occasions  when  we  shall  be  overburdened  despite  efficient 
and  sufficient  staff,  and  attention  to  certain  other  items 
of  our  various  duties  may  have  to  be  deferred.  It  is, 
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however,  the  spirit  in  which  we  meet  these  difficulties 
which  counts  as  well  as  the  attention  which  is  devoted 
to  the  preliminary  details  and,  given  adequate  time  for 
preparation,  there  is  no  possibility  of  the  Department 
"falling  down  on  the  job".  The  fact  that  at  last  some 
substantial  progress  is  going  to  be  made  towards  raising 
the  living  standard  of  the  community,  if  only  in  one 
parish,  is  ample  justification  for  making  every  effort 
towards  seeing  that  the  work  is  satisfactorily  carried 
out. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 


A total  of  126  sources  (either  public  or  private) 
were  sampled  during  the  year.  The  summarised  results  in 
connection  with  the  193  samples  analysed  are:- 


<H 

0 

• 

0 

Suspicious  or 

Type  of  Supply 

Sources 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Council 

owned  Sources  - Bacteriological 

Mains 

10 

22 

1 

Borewells 

42 

44 

3 

Deep  wells 

4 

3 

1 

Shallow  wells 

7 

5 

6 

Council  owned 

Sources 

- Chemical 

Borewells 

6 

4 

3 

Privately 

■ owned  sources  - 

Bacteriological 

Mains 

3 

5 

Borewells 

16 

26 

16 

Deep  wells 

7 

4 

4 

Shallow  wells 

30 

12 

33 

Ponds 

1 

— 

1 

The  position  in  relation  to  the  mains  water  scheme 
whilst  not  as  satisfactory  as  it  had  been  hoped  it  would 
be,  was  certainly  not  as  disappointing  as  that  of  the 
various  proposals  for  sewerage  schemes.  By  the  end  of 
1953  the  stage  was  set  for  a commencement  in  the  Haughley 
- Wetherden  area  by  the  provision  of  a link  between  the 
existing  Haughley  mains  supply  and  that  from  the  Thedwastre 
area  at  the  boundary  of  our  district.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  when  once  it  has  been  commenced  it  will  proceed  with 
increasing  momentum  in  order  to  relieve  the  position  in 


those  parts  of  the  area  where  the  need  is  greatest. 

Samples  from  shallow  and  deep  well  sources  continue 
to  he  taken  in  respect  of  those  drinking  water  supplies 
which  might  possibly  be  used  in  the  feeding  of  infants. 
Where  the  nitrate  content  has  been  found  to  be  excessive 
arrangements  have  been  made  for  an  alternative  and 
satisfactory  supply  to  be  made  available.  It  is  considered 
that  this  precautionary  measure  has  contributed  to  a very 
large  extent  - and  might  even  be  claimed  to  be  entirely 
responsible  - towards  preventing  the  occurrence  of  cases 
of  well  water  cyanosis.  Of  the  85  samples  taken  during  the 
year  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  in  respect  of  37. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 


Although  I have  never  been  enamoured  of  caravans 
either  as  a permanent  or  even  a temporary  form  of  residence , 
it  should  be  made  clear  that  that  is  my  own  opinion  as 
a private  individual  and  I would  not,  therefore , ally 
myself  officially  with  nor  approve  the  attitude  of  those 
who  would  describe  any  caravan  site  as  "an  eyesore"  and, 
if  given  the  opportunity,  would  outlaw  every  type  of 
caravan  from  the  face  of  the  earth.  In  very  few  cases  can 
the  phrase  "one  man’s  meat  is  another  man’s  poison"  be 
more  applicable  than  with  regard  to  caravans.  The  reasons 
for  their  existence  and  popularity  are  varied  and  provided 
they  are  fairly  adequately  constructed  and  maintained, 
properly  sited  and  have  at  least  sufficient  amenities  to 
make  life  tolerable,  their  use  as  living  accommodation 
for  people  on  holiday  or  by  those  who  have  not  yet  acquired 
the  means  nor  had  the  opportunity  of  obtaining  permanent 
houses  must  be  accepted. 

The  type  which  cannot  be  tolerated,  and  the  continued 
use  of  which  must  be  terminated  as  soon  as  one  is  aware  of 
the  nuisance  which  is  being  created,  are  those  similar  to 
the  ones  occupied  by  an  old  person  living  alone  who  was 
removed  to  Stow  Lodge  Hospital  during  the  year.  In  this 
particular  case  I am  satisfied  that  not  even  the  most  rabid 
caravanner  would  have  hesitated  a moment  after  learning  of 
the  circumstances  before  taking  effective  action  regarding 
the  removal  of  the  individual  and  the  subsequent  cleansing 
and  disinfection  of  the  vehicles.  That  the  conditions  had 
not  been  previously  known  to  the  Department  can  only  be 
explained  by  the  siting  of  the  vans  and  their  reoccupation 
without  our  knowledge  after  a few  years  vacation. 
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Almost  half  the  caravans  in  the  area  are  single 
dwellings  on  separate  sites  scattered  throughout  the 
district.  They  are*  in  almost  every  case,  unobtrusive 
and  cannot  in  any  way  he  considered  a menace  to  the 
amenities  of  our  rural  area.  One  site  - comprising  24 
caravans  - is  situated  in  a semi -urban  parish,,  hut  it 
is  possible  for  such  a description  to  give  a misleading 
picture  as  the  site  is  adequately  controlled  and  the 
vehicles  are  all  of  the  trailer  type*  well  spaced  around 
the  edge  of  a large  meadow  and  almost  out  of  sight  from 
the  main  highway. 

The  53  caravans  licensed  during  the  course  of  the 
year  were  stationed  on  27  sites. 


RODENT  DESTRUCTION 

The  number  of  premises  visited  and  inspected  by 
the  Rodent  Operative  was  702  and  of  these  230  (including 
3 farms,  a horticultural  nursery,  a group  of  allotments, 
a fertiliser  factory,  a cement  works,  a steelpiling  works, 

2 police  houses,  a bakery,  a general  stores,  a commercial 
garage,  an  hotel,  a roadside  verge  containing  G.  P.  0. 
telephone  cables,  2 sewerage  systems,  the  Council's 
salvage  depot  and  its  refuse  pit)  were  treated  for  rats 
or  mice.  The  "known  kill"  was  t,114  rats  and  43  mice. 

The  charge  for  the  treatment  of  business  premises 
continues  to  be  5/6d  per  hour,  but  it  is  pleasing  to 
report  that  only  a few  of  such  premises  which  were 
inspected  were  found  to  require  treatment. 

Many  of  the  complaints  received  have  been  found  to 
be  due  to  invasion  from  nearby  agricultural  land  and  in 
such  cases  the  willing  co-operation  and  ready  services 
of  the  Agricultural  Executive’s  staff  have  been  made 
available. 

Two  effective  meetings  of  the  Workable  Area  (Rodent 
Control)  Committee  were  held  at  Ipswich,  one  of  the 
Council's  two  "member  representatives"  - Cllr.  Rev.  R.S. 
Shrubbs  - being  unanimously  re-elected  Chairman.  These 
meetings  provide  a very  useful  medium  for  learning  of  the 
progress  made  and  the  problems  and  measures  adopted  in 
areas  adjacent  to  one’s  own.  The  various  aspects  of 
rodent  control  which  were  discussed  and  the  efficient 
chairmanship  of  the  meetings  combined  to  make  the  attendance 
of  the  delegates  a very  much  appreciated  experience. 
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FOOD 


Although  the  fanfare  of  trumpets  which  heralded 
the  introduction  of  the  Clean  Food  Byelaws  in  1950  no 
longer  resounds  to  the  same  extent  in  the  public  ear? 
the  routine  day-to-day  activities  which  the  byelaws  were 
intended  to  promote  are  still  being  carried  on.  In  this 
respect  the  housewife  - although  she  does  not  very  often 
realise  it  - could  be  the  local  authority1 s most  effective 
ally.  Having  however  satisfied  herself  regarding  the 
hygienic  standard  of  the  food  shops  which  she  patronises? 
the  responsibility  for  seeing  that  the  same  care  and 
attention  is  devoted  to  protecting  foodstuffs  from 
contamination  in  her  own  home  as  she  expects  to  be  taken 
at  the  premises  in  which  they  were  prepared?  or  from  which 
they  were  purchased?  rests  entirely  on  her  family  and  herself. 

Every  precaution  is  necessary  to  prevent  the 
introduction  of  food  in  an  unfit  state  into  the  home  and? 
apart  from  routine  inspection  of  food  shops?  additional 
visits  are  made  in  order  to  arrange  for  the  surrender  and 
disposal  of  articles  which  have  been  found  by  the  trader 
to  be  unsound  and  not  fit  for  sale.  The  following  were  so 
dealt  with  during  1953:- 

3 cwt  2 q_rs  of  beef;  2 bovine  heads;  2 ox  tongues; 

2 pairs  of  bovine  lungs;  2 cwts  of  pork;  2 pairs  of 
pigs’  lungs;  2 pigs’  livers;  4 pigs’  kidneys;  2 pigs’ 
spleens;  14  sheep's  heads;  8 pairs  of  sheep’s  lungs; 

8 sheep’s  livers;  3 - 1 lb  tins  of  stewed  steak; 

1 - 12  oz  tin  of  minced  beef  loaf;  1 - 12  oz  tin  of corned 
. beef;  1 - 2 lb  tin  of  luncheon  meat;  1 - 1 2 oz 
tin  of  luncheon  meat;  1 - 13y  lb  tin  of  pressed  pork; 

3 stone  of  coalfish;  2 - 1 4 lb  tins  of  evaporated  milk; 

5 - 1 lb  tins  of  condensed  milk;  1 - 14  oz  tin  of 

full  cream  milk;  22  lbs  of  cheese;  5 - 1 lb  tins  of 
peas;  2 - 1 lb  14  oz  tins  of  apricots  and  1 - 1 lb  tin 
of  pineapple. 

Two  premises  were  registered  and  4 re-registered 
for  the  retail  sale  of  ice-cream?  three  of  the  premises 
registered  for  fish-frying  are  no  longer  operating  and 
have  been  withdrawn  from  the  register.  The  respective 
totals  for  each  type  of  premises  was  33  and  11  at  the  end 
of  1953. 

The  bulk  of  the  milk  supplies  in  the  area  is  in 
the  hands  of  a comparitively  few  retailers  most  of  whom 
are  licensed  for  the  sale  of  designated  milk.  During 
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*1953  one  T.  T.  Dealer's  licence  was  issued  and  2 for 
supplementary  dealing  in  T.  T.  milk  (the  principal 
licence  being  issued  by  an  outside  authority).  Of  the 
' 12  suppliers  of  milk  under  the  designation  '’Pasteurised” 

7 obtain  their  supplies  direct  from  a pasteurising 
establishment  licensed  either  by  the  Esat  Suffolk 
County  Council  or  Ipswich  County  Borough  Council  and 
have  their  dairies  inside  the  area.  The  other  5 hold 
Supplementary  Dealers'  Licences. 

Under  delegated  powers  granted  to  the  authority 
by  the  Esat  Suffolk  County  Council  responsibility  for 
the  administration  of  Section  38  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950? 
is  undertaken  by  the  staff  of  the  Sanitary  Department. 
Divided  into  their  various  categories  the  19  premises 
visited  comprised:  - 1 ip  general  stores?  3 butchers'  shops, 
1 fish  frying  establishment  and  1 pharmacist’s  premises. 

Assistance  was  again  given  at  the  Stowmarket 
Abattoir  when  the  absence  of  our  colleague  at  Stowmarket 
necessitated  it. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Visits  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the 
general  conditions  at  premises  in  which  one  or  other 
of  the  more  serious  infectious  diseases  had  occurred  was 
undertaken  by  the  District  Sanitary  Inspectors.  In  this 
connection  there  is  always  full  co-operation  and 
consultation  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  to  any 
action  considered  necessary  as  a result  of  the  information 
which  has  been  obtained.  The  cases  ’’covered”  included 
sonne  dysentery,  meningococcal  infection,  poliomyelitis, 
infective  hepatitis  and  malaria. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKPLACES 


Whilst  by  no  means  all  the  premises  registered  as 
factories  or  workplaces  were  visited  during  the  year  it 
is  a matter  for  satisfaction  that  no  defect  sufficiently 
serious  to  warrant  the  service  of  a written  notice  was 
discovered  in  any  of  the  35  visited. 

All  changes  in  type  of  establishment  or  of  ownership 


continue  to  be  periodically  notified  by  H.  M.  Inspector 
of  Factories,  and  these  prove  invaluable  in  maintaining 
the  register  in  an  up-to-date  condition. 

Complaints  were  received  during  the  year  regarding 
atmospheric  pollution  from  a cement  works  and  a chalk 
quarry.  These  establishments  are  under  the  control, 
respectively,  of  the  Alkali  etc..  Works  Division  of 
the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  and  the 
Department  of  Mines  and  Quarries,  Ministry  of  Fuel  and 
Power.  Although  the  area  of  complaint  was  in  the  first 
case  fairly  widespread  and  in  the  second  extremely 
limited,  in  neither  case  were  the  conditions  such  as 
to  justify  statutory  action,  but  the  intervention  of 
the  responsible  Government  officials  and  the  practical 
application  of  the  recommendations  made  by  them  should 
greatly  minimise  the  inconvenience  experienced  by  the 
affected  residents.  In  the  case  of  the  cement  works  an 
electrostatic  precipitator  is  being  provided  to  deal 
with  the  kiln  having  the  largest  output,  but  will  have 
no  connection  with  the  two  older  kilns  and,  although  I 
am  assured  otherwise,  I am  afraid  these  are  going  to 
continue  to  provide  the  management  (and  possibly  the 
community)  with  a ’’minor  headache". 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

It  appears  to  be  assumed  sometimes,  albeit  quite 
wrongly,  that  the  public  cleansing  service  "runs  itself", 
the  refuse  bins,  nightsoil  pails  and  cesspools  are 
there  to  be  emptied,  the  wastepaper  salvage  is  put  out 
and  ready  to  be  taken  away.  If  that  were  the  sum  and 
substance  of  the  task  involved  it  would  indeed  practically 
run  itself.  When  one  is,  however,  faced  with  having  to 
tackle  the  problems  created  by  the  human  element,  including 
the  absence  of  men  due  to  holidays  or  illness  (71  working 
days  were  lost  through  illness)  with  consequent  necessity 
for  reorganisation  of  the  work,  economic  limitation,  and 
the  tendency  of  machinery  to  require  repair  or  replacement 
at  the  most  inopportune  moment,  attempting  to  co-ordinate 
administration  of  the  public  cleansing  service  with  that  of 
multifarious  other  duties  will  be  appreciated  as  being  no 
easy  task.  That  it  is  no  harder  is  in  no  small  measure  due  to 
the  able  support  and  assistance  of  the  Department's  Clerkical 
Assistant,  the  Cleansing  Foreman  and  tho  men  employed  on 
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various  aspects  of  the  service  and  each  deserves 
commendation  for  the  part  he  has  played  in  promoting 
its  efficiency.  Ratepayers  would  not  he  human  if  we 
did  not  receive  a fair  measure  of  complaints  and  it 
must  he  admitted  that  some  (at  least)  are  justified 
(although  to  cope  with  some  of  the  requests  received 
would  mean  an  appreciable  increase  in  the  rate  burden) , 
hut  when  one  considers  the  uncongenial  nature  of  much 
of  the  work  performed  it  is  surprising  that  it  has  been 
carried  out  in  such  a manner  as  to  evoke  so  little 
criticism.  When  every  parish  has  been  sewered,  when 
we  have  a back-door  collection  of  refuse,  when  every 
household  has  a standardised  bin  which  is  emptied 
weekly  or  oftener,  when  we  have  sufficient  disposal 
points  and  adequate  manpower  and  vehicles  (both  men 
and  vehicles  being  perfect  of  course)  then  it  may  be 
that  we  shall  have  no  complaints  - it  may  bei ! 

Until  that  happy  day  arrives  we  shall  continue 
to  cope  with  the  problems  ariring  from  the  day-to-day 
working  of  the  present  arrangements  - altering  them 
and  improving  them  as  the  need  arises  or  the  opportunity 
presents  itself. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION 


The  major  portion  of  the  household  refuse  in  the 
area  is  collected  by  one  vehicle  manned  by  a driver- 
loader  and  two  loaders.  This  section  of  the  service 
was  the  only  one  which  saw  any  change  in  staffing 
during  the  year. when  one  of  the  loaders  left  the  service 
of  the  Council  and  was  replaced  by  a former  employee. 
During  a part  of  the  week  some  of  the  work  to  be  carried 
out  is  undertaken  by  the  "emergency”  vehicle  which  is 
manned  by  employees  whose  normal  duties  are  cesspool 
emptying,  tip  covering  or  salvage  baling. 

In  addition  to  the  change  in  staffing  this  section 
was  the  only  one  whose  vehicles  were  involved  in 
accidents  - of  the  three  occasions  concerned  one  or 
other  of  our  men  were  held  responsible  for  two.  In 
neither  case  did  any  serious  damage  result  and  in  one 
case  no  other  vehicle  or  person  was  concerned.  When  it 
is  realised  that  these  vehicles  between  them  cover  an 
annual  mileage  of  17?  2 33  the  "blot  on  the  escutcheon" 
does  not  appear  to  be  so  serious. 
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Difficulty  in  tip  covering  was  experienced  for 
part  of  the  year  due  to  the  "breakdown  of  the  vehicle 
employed  for  the  purpose.  The  value  of  our  possession 

of  this  vehicle  was  "best  realised  in  its  absence.  We 
were  fortunate  after  a short  lapse  in  arranging  for 
the  hire  of  a vehicle  and  were  thus  able  to  keep  pace 
with  the  quantity  of  refuse  to  be  covered.  The  tip 
(or  more  accurately  pit)  can  be  regarded  as  '’semi- 
controlled”  - there  is  ample  quantity  of  top-covering 
but  the  long  ’’face”  cannot  be  dealt  with  satisfactorily. 


NIG-HTSOIL  COLLECTION 


The  arrangements  for  the  collection  and  disposal 
of  nightsoil  remain  as  in  the  previous  year,  the 
vehicle  being-  manned  by  a driver-loader  and  t wo  loaders, 
the  properties  visited  being  in  the  parishes  of  Bramford 
including  that  portion  formerly  in  Bramford  parish  but 
now  transferred  to  Ipswich  County  Borough,  Claydon, 
Coddenham,  Creeting  St.  Mary,  Debenham,  Or eat  Blakenham, 
Haughley,  Needham  Market  and  Stowupland  (2  properties). 

The  two  District  Sanitary  Inspectors  between  them 
spent  the  equivalent  of  a week’s  working  hours  with  the 
nightsoil  team  carrying  out  a check  on  the  actual  number 
of  pails  emptied  in  each  parish. 

It  was  found  that  the  number  of  pails  emptied 
exceeded  2,000  per  week  and  it  is  estimated  that  of 
the  total  annual  gallonege  collected  (approximately 
200,000)  some  133 s 000  gallons  were  disposed  of  by 
composting  or  land  treatment,  the  remainder  being 
discharged  into  the  Ipswich  sewerage  system.  The' 
method  of  composting,  due  to  the  provision  of  straw  by 
the  owner  of  the  land  on  which  disposal  takes  place, 
is  now  used  in  preference  to  land  treatment,  but  the 
latter  is  still  unavoidable  at  times,  as  is  the  transport 
to  Ipswich  during  those  occasions  when  it  is  not  possible 
for  the  vehicle  to  travel  over  farmland. 


CESSPOOL  EMPTYING 

466  cesspools  (including  117  at  private  premises) 
were  emptied  during  the  year.  The  total  number  of 
loads  removed  was  900  (an  approximate  total  gallonage  of 
almost  a million  gallons).  190  of  these  loads  were 
discharged  into  the  Ipswich  sewerage  system  and  287  at 
the  Stowmarket  sewerage  plant. 
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It  is  considered  that  the  cost  of  cesspool 
emptying  (as  with  the  nightsoil  collection  service) 
is  counterbalanced  by  the  revenue  received.  In  the 
case  of  cesspool  emptying  the  charge  is  made  either 
against  the  Council's  Housing  Revenue  Account  (in  the 
case  of  Council  houses)  or  the  owner  (in  respect  of 
private  premises) . Although  it  has  been  claimed  that 
the  cost  to  the  Housing  Revenue  Account  is  proving  to 
be  an  undue  burden  this  claim  is  interpreted  as  being 
in  no  way  a reflection  on  the  efficiency  or  costing 
of  the  services  hut  is  because  the  system  of  disposal 
to  cesspools  is  in  itself  an  uneconomic  methods 
especially  where  the  cesspools  are  not  watertight  or 
receive  surface  or  roof  water  which  could  be  more 
readily  and  as  easily  be  disposed  of  elsewhere. 


SALVAGE 


Although  the  total  quantity  of  salvage  sold 
during  1953  was  almost  8 tons  in  excess  of  the  amount 
salvaged  during  1952*  the  financial  return  was  a few 
pence  over  £100  lower.  Although  this  return  was  still 
to  our  financial  advantage*  the  effect  of  the  lower 
prices  paid  for  the  various  categories  would  have  been 
minimised  if  not  completely  offset  had  the  response  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Householder  been  more  satisfactory. 

Details  of  the  quantities  dispatched  and  the 
amounts  received  are:- 


Tons 

Gwts. 

Qrs. 

lbs . 

£ s 

d 

Mixed  waste  paper 

43 

1 

1 

0 

288.  5. 

4. 

Books  and  Magazines 

5 

15 

1 

0 

23.  1 . 

0. 

Newspapers 

9 

17 

0 

0 

97.13.- 

. ii . 

Rags 

8 

0 

0 

6.  2. 

3. 

Non-ferrous  metal 

4 

1 

9 

6.10. 

6 

£421 .13. 

0. 

Even  apart  from 

any 

profitable 

return  which  waste 
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paper  may  provide  as  salvages  the  basic  idea  - the 
separation  by  the  housewife  of  this  material  from  the 
household  refuse  and  its  disposal  by  the  local  authority 
by  a method  other  than  dumping  it  in  the  refuse  pit  - is 
an  extremely  sound  one.  Tip  fires  (and  they  still  occur) 
due  to  the  inclusion  of  paper  in  the  refuse  can  be  a 
very  costly  business.  As  a result  of  the  present  system 
the  only  salvageable  paper  in  the  refuse  pit  is  that 
mixed  with  the  refuse  by  the  negligent  householder  (or 
other  person  responsible)  and  the  outbreaks  are  minor. 

Even  so  they  cause  a great  deal  of  inconvenience  and 
can  seriously  affect  and  even  disorganise  the  cleansing 
service.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  day  is  far  distant 
(if  it  ever  occurs)  when  local  authorities  will  consider 
that  the  benefits  of  separation  are  outweighed  by  the 
method  of  disposal  which  operated . prior  to  1939. 


POLLUTION  OF  RIVERS,  DITCHES  AND  WATERCOURSES 

Whilst  action  in  connection  with  the  pollution  of 
rivers  has  not  over  the  past  few  years  been  the  concern 
of  the  local  authority , a ’’watching  brief"  is  held  and 
the  Rivers  Board  notified  of  the  occurrence  of  any  undue 
pollution  or  abnormal  discolouration. 

Similar  (or,  more  frequently,  worse)  conditions 
occurring  in  ditches  are  the  bugbear  of  the  local  authority 
and  will,  undoubtedly,  be  aggravated  by  the  introduction 
of  the  mains  water  scheme  into  a parish  unless  or  until 
a more  satisfactory  system  of  disposal  is  provided.  The 
difficulty  experienced  in  dealing  with  ditch  pollution 
is  that  it  is  intermittent.  Evidence  of  the  existence 
of  a nuisance  may  be  established,  but  before  positive 
action  can  be  taken  to  obtain  the  co-operation  of  those 
concerned  in  its  abatement  (and  the  negotiations  are 
often  as  long- drawn  out  and  as  delicate  as  those  of  a 
Foreign  Secretary  at  United  Nations  Conferences) , the 
nuisance  - due  to  dilution  (after  rain)  or  soakage  (during 
a dry  spell)  can  no  longer  be  said  to  exist. 
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